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COOKWARE AND METHOD FOR COOKING WITH SAME 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to cookware, particularly cookware that 
includes a transparent lid and accommodates a temperature probe. The present 
invention further relates to a method of cooking using such cookware. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0002] In brief, cookware according to an embodiment of the invention includes: a 
cooking vessel; a transparent lid adapted to cover the vessel; and a knob attached to 
the lid, which knob is adapted to receive a temperature probe, wherein the temperature 
probe extends into the cookware vessel. The transparent lid permits one to accurately 
position the temperature probe inside food in the vessel. According to one aspect of 
the invention, the knob is offset from the center of the lid to facilitate positioning of the 
probe. Particularly while cooking at low temperatures, the transparent lid and 
temperature probe permits one to more precisely observe the temperature of the food. 
This results in improved cooking by avoiding either undercooking or overcooking the 
food. 

[0003] According to another aspect of the invention, there is a method of cooking 
with the above described cookware. 

Brief Description of the Figures 

In the drawings: 

[0004] Figure 1 is perspective view of cookware according to an embodiment of the 
invention in which a knob mounted on a cookware lid covers a cooking vessel, and a 
thermometer probe that is insertable through the knob into the cooking vessel, is 
removed; 

[0005] Figure 2 is a top view of the knob showing a slide in a closed position; 
[0006] Figure 3 is a top view of the knob showing the slide in an open position; 
[0007] Figure 4 is an elevational view of the knob taken from the right side of Fig. 2; 
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[0008] Figure 5 is an elevational view of the knob taken from the left side of Fig. 2; 

[0009] Figure 6 is a side view of the knob; the other side is a mirror image; 

[0010] Figure 7 is a side cross-sectional view of knob according to an embodiment 
of the invention. 

[001 1] Figure 8 is a perspective view of cookware according to the invention 
wherein a temperature probe is inserted into a cooking vessel through a glass lid; a rack 
holds thermometers according to the invention; and a glass lid with the thermometer 
probe removed is shown over a cooking vessel. 

^ Description 

[0012] Figure 1 is perspective view of cookware 1 according to an embodiment of 
the invention in which a knob 6 is mounted on a lid 16 covers a cooking vessel 4. As 
rfj shown, a thermometer probe 10 may be removed from or inserted through the knob 6 

J=jf into the cooking vessel 4. The lid 16 is adapted to fit securely over the vessel 4 to 

a completely cover and close the vessel. According to an aspect of the invention, a 

%a portion 1 7 of the lid 1 6 is transparent to allow one to observe the contents of the 
fy vessel during cooking. The transparent lid 1 6 further facilitates insertion of the lid into 
q food in the vessel. The lid 1 6 may be made of transparent glass or other material, with 

H* or without a band portion that contacts the rim of the vessel. 

[0013] Figures 2 and 3 provide a top view of the knob 6. As shown, the knob 
includes a slide 6. In a closed position, shown in Figure 2, the slide 8 covers an 
opening 1 8 that extends through the knob 6 and lid 1 6 into the vessel. Figure 3 
illustrates an open position of the slide 8 in which the opening 18 is exposed. 

[0014] As seen in Figures 1 , 4, 6 and 7, the knob 6 has a concave top surface 
adapted to receive a top portion of a thermometer 10. The thermometer 10 has a dial 
face 14 and a probe 14 with a pointed end to facilitate piercing food inside the vessel. 

[0015] As shown in Figure 1, according to another aspect of the invention, the lid is 
disposed offset from the center of the lid 1 6. This provides for different positions for 
thermometer probe 14. 
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[0016} Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view of the knob 18 and thermometer 10. As 
shown, the slide 8 is in an open position exposing opening 18, which is comprised of 
aligned openings 1 9 and 21 , respectively, in the lid 1 6 and knob 8. The upper portion 
of the thermometer 10 rests in the knob 8, while the probe 14 extends downward 
through the opening 18 into the cooking vessel, 

[0017] Figure 8 is a perspective view of cookware according to the invention 
wherein a temperature probe is inserted into a cooking vessel through a glass lid; a rack 
holds thermometers according to the invention; and a glass Eid with the thermometer 
probe removed is shown over a cooking vessel. 

[0018] In use, food is placed into the cooking vessel 4 and the lid 16 is securely 
O placed on the vessel. While observing the position of the food through the transparent 

lid 16, the lid is rotated by holding the lid with knob 6 until the knob is disposed over 
H food inside the vessel. The slide 8 is then retracted and a thermometer 10 is inserted, 
ffl The probe 1 4 of the thermometer extends through opening 1 8 and pierces food in the 
w vessel so that the internal temperature of the food can be monitored. Thus, the 
~ cookware according to the invention can be used to cook foods to a predetermined 
==? temperature, thus avoiding either undercooking or overcooking. 

[q [0019] The cookware according to the invention provides an additional benefit in 
that the transparent lid avoids the necessity of removing the lid to visual inspect the 
food being cooked. This tends to better maintain the temperature within the vessel, 
improving cooking results and shortening cooking time. The use of a thermometer 
enables cooking at lower temperatures, thus avoiding conditions that tend to obscure 
the observation through the lid of food being cooked. Accordingly, the combination of 
the transparent lid and temperature probe significantly improves cooking results. 

[0020] While an analog thermometer is shown in the above-described embodiments, 
it will be appreciated that a digital thermometer may also be employed. Further, the 
thermometer and/or knob may incorporate some type of device to indicate when the 
temperature measured with the thermometer has reached a predetermined point. For 
example, a digital thermometer may incorporate a device that emits an audible beep or 
lights a light emitting diode or provides some other visual signal when the detected 
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temperature reaches a predetermined cooking point. Similarly, the thermometer could 
incorporate an alarm to indicate that the temperature of food being cooked has 
exceeded some predetermined level. 

[0021] Various other embodiments will be apparent to those skilled in the art without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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